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	Change description: Reduce the record length field from 4 bytes to 2 bytes, effectively limiting the maximum record length to 65,535 bytes.
	Type: Modification
	Current wording: [header definition for field 9]

9   Record length    B    4
	Proposed new wording: [header definition for field 9]

9   Record length    B    2
	Rationale: The 4-byte record length field allows 4 gigabyte record lengths.  Very large record lengths put a significant burden on miniSEED reading codes for full support of the format.  Compressing, decompressing and calculating CRCs for very large data arrays can require significant resources with very large records.   Subsetting of data from a sequence of very large records becomes increasingly inefficient if large amounts of data need to be CRC'd/decompressed.  Additionally, data corruption could result in the loss of large segments of data.  The proposed 2-byte record length allowing 65,535 byte records is already much larger than the largest commonly used size of 4096 bytes.
	Author: Chad Trabant, IRIS DMC, chad@iris.washington.edu
	Date: 2016-6-16
	Straw man version, e.g. 2016-3-30: 2016-3-30


